VICTORY AND INDEPENDENCE

French Baron de Kalb lies mortal-
ly wounded on the battlefield near
Camden while his aide shields him
from a pack of redcoats with bay-
onets, De Kalb was a self-made
nobleman. Because European cus-
tom was to offer commissions to
aristocrats only, young Johann
Kalb, son of a Bavarian peasant,
promoted himself to the nobility to
help further his military career.

Nonetheless, General Benjamin Lincoln, the patriot commander, withdrew
into the city with nearly all his forces, some 5,000 men. He left only a small
cavalry detachment at Monck's Corner, about 30 miles north of Charleston,
near the head of the Cooper River, to keep open his lino of communication
with the northern part of the state. These isolated horsornon wore quickly
overrun in a predawn surprise attack by 26-year-old Lieutenant Colonel Ba-
nastre Tarleton and his green-uniformed British Legion, a Tory cavalry out-
fit. Then Clinton sent newly arrived reinforcements to occupy the last, open
stretch of ground between the Cooper River and the4 sea.

Lincoln capitulated on May 12, 1780. He had little choice: the American
army was bottled up and civilian morale was wobbly after nine weeks of a
punishing siege. The surrender of Charleston, with its enormous army of de-
fenders, was the largest single patriot, loss of the war.

nnHE British next moved to snuir out the last dickers of insurrection in
JL South Carolina. What followed was savago civil war, "Bloody" Tarleton,
whose name became synonymous with ruthless warfare, massacred a patriot
detachment near Waxhaw Creek after thoir commander had asked for quar-
ter. Rebels whipped Tories at Ramsour's Mill, with heavy casualties on both
sides. Rocky Mount and Hanging Rock were scones of obstinate lighting, and
at Rocky Mount, patriot dragoons literally hacked the Tories to pieces. In the
absence of regular Continental forces, patriot resistance was largely local and
disorganized, kept alive by guerrilla bands led by men like Thomas Surnter,
Francis Marion (the "Swamp Fox") and Andrew Pickons.

Congress decided to take a hand. Against the advice of George Washington,
who preferred Nathanael Greene, the representatives gave command of the
southern troops to Horatio Gates, the hero of Saratoga. "Take care lost your
Northern laurels turn to Southern willows," General Charles Loo prophetical-
ly advised Gates. Gates did everything wrong. He was advised to follow a cir-
cuitous route from North Carolina to Camden, ono which would take his army
through prosperous and sympathetic territory. Instead he chose a shorter
course through forest and marshes, where Loyalist sentiments were stronger
than in almost any other part of the South. Gates forced his sick and starving
men through this hostile countryside and evon ordered an exhausting night
march on the eve of battle.

On paper, Gates boasted an immense numerical superiority ovor his ad-
versary, Lieutenant Colonel Francis, Lord Rawdon. But when Rawdon con-
fronted Gates at Camden in August 1780, the British had boon reinforced by
the timely arrival of Cornwallis. Gates detached some 400 regulars and sent
them to Thomas Sumter, and he also ordered Marion oil'on a useless mission.
Gates made further mistakes in the disposition of his troops. Shortly before
the armies clashed, he switched the positions of his untried militia on the left
and center. The British light infantry charged almost before this reckless ma-
neuver was completed. A stampede ensued as the militia dropped their guns
and ran for their lives.

Baron de Kalb, one of the European volunteers who had arrived with La-
fayette in 1777, stood his ground with a handful of regulars until he was fatal-
ly wounded. Then a combined British cavalry and foot attack broke up the
last defenses. The patriot army was utterly routed and dispersed, and Gates
ended his military career in flight. Riding a swift horse, he did not dismount